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TOORTUUMIK

This catalogue introduces new media, 

nature, bio and dance artists from Europe 

and Asia, who participated at the inaugural 

International Nature and Media Art Festival 

Toortuumik in June 2018. The festival 

camp site is in remote area at Southwest 

Estonia next to coast line of the Baltic Sea.  

Introduction

https://archive.org/details/toortuumik_2018
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Études in Black

Landscapes and Portraits is an archive of cosmic 
field-recordings and distant photographs, 
which have been collected from the outer 
layers of technological sphere. These signals 
have been recorded by the artist from a 
dozen satellites in orbit, which have due to 
malfunctioning exhausted their practical 
or scientific value and therefore have been 
turned off. Due to favorable glitches in their 
systems these machines have sprung back to 
operational mode broadcasting information of 
an unpredictable and improvised nature.

Études in Black is a sound installation consisting 
of a record player playing a vinyl record. The 
vinyl record contains a sound composition 
based on the signals of malfunctioning 
satellites. The record player is modified in a 
way that the speed of playing is variable and 
dependant on the position of those satellites 
above the horizon around the exhibition space.

Signals have 
been recorded 
from a dozen 
satellites in 
orbit

Taavi                         
Suisalu

http://soundcloud.com/taavisuisalu/etuudid-mustas-etudes-in-black
https://taavisuisalu.ee/
https://taavisuisalu.ee/
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Taavi Suisalu (EST) is working in the 

contexts of technology, sound and 

performance, mixing traditional and 

contemporary sensibilities, and activating 

peripheral spaces for imaginative 

encounters. His practice is informed by 

phenomena of contemporary society and 

its relations to, and use of technologies. 

He applies subjective research methods 

to study socio-cultural phenomena, being 

interested in the behaviour, perception 

and thinking of social beings.

Eva Bubla
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Body Heat Sauna

If you were to ask an Estonian what is the 
best to do while visiting the country, sauna 
will probably be one of the first suggestions. 
Giving that Estonia is a country of vast areas of 
abundant nature contributing to a significant 
need of personal space, it actually takes people 
a while to warm up to a conversation. This is 
where the sauna comes in; as there is nothing 
more social than sitting together in a dark cabin 
and experiencing the heat. The phrase “panen 
sauna kütte” (I will heat up the sauna) therefore 
can be translated as an invitation for cleansing, 
relaxing and catching up. 

Installation Body Heat Sauna built for 
Toortuumik Festival functions based on a 
mechanism different from traditional saunas. 
The tepee sauna is heated by human 
interaction: heating is activated if the space not 
bigger than the footprint of a tent is filled by 10 
people. The physical closeness gives birth to 
unexpected forms of heat and togetherness.

Invitation for 
cleansing,    
relaxing and 
catching up

Eva                     
Bubla

http://evabubla.com/
http://evabubla.com/
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Eva Bubla (HUN) a Hungarian artist, 

activist and educator. Her works articulate 

current social and ecological concerns 

and are strongly connected to the specific 

environment and community. She has 

been researching on the identity, role, 

and condition of nature in various regions 

and cultures, and engaged communities 

in the research or creation process, and 

conducted DIY and DIWO workshops to 

address urgent sustainability issues.

Lilli Tölp
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Floating Cotton Clouds

Elena´s project for Toortuumik Art Festival 
is a site specific, textile installation built with 
Estonian wood from the local forest and 
recycled textiles (cotton) collected in the 
community.

The work has been informed by Estonian 
culture and some parts are created in 
collaboration with Virtsu’s elementary school 
students. The recycled cotton has been cut 
into geometrical patterns inspired by Estonian 
embroidery. Like a stream of clouds, kept in 
continuous movement by the wind, the work 
connects the shore and the ocean, thus leaving 
an ephemeral mark on land. 

With this project she inquiry into sustainable 
modes of making in a critical manner, she applies 
natural design and processes operating on a 
human scale. She investigates the importance 
of tradition translating the intangible cultural 
heritage of a place into contemporary art 
installation.

Like a stream 
of clouds, kept 
in continuous 
movement by 
the wind

Elena                     
Redaelli                       

http://www.elenaredaelli.com/ 
http://www.elenaredaelli.com/
http://www.elenaredaelli.com/
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Elena Redaelli (ITA/NOR) is an Italian 

textile and environmental artist living and 

working in Europe and Asia. Her practice is 

based on textile sculpture and installation 

created through a deep relationship with 

place (environmental art) and society 

(participatory, socially engaged projects). 

She research textile as a carrier of 

meaning, for its potential to narrate stories, 

create connections, relate to people, 

place, tradition, history.

Lilli Tölp
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Hearing Test

The Hearing Test is a part of a longer artistic 
research project that investigates plant 
intelligence. The Hearing Test ironically asks: 
will humans ever be able of a reciprocal 
communication with another species, or even 
capable of ‘hearing’ another species that differs 
from us - such as a plant.

In the focus of the project is a detection of 
high frequency clicking sounds emitted by the 
plants’ roots. The project has been inspired by 
scientists who have been researching acoustic 
emissions in plants and their possible meaning 
and use as a communication by plants. They 
claim that plant roots produce high frequency 
clicks between 20 and 300 kHz by bursting 
of air bubbles. This can be compared to the 
general hearing range of young humans that is 
between 20 Hz and 20 kHz. In the experiment 
the clicks are detected in real time and down 
sampled to a human hearing range. However 
this does not mean that the plant will produce 
clicks on demand.

Ponder over 
the (im)pos-
sibility of 
interspecies 
communication

Laura                     
Beloff                     

http://www.realitydisfunction.org/
http://www.realitydisfunction.org/
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Laura Beloff (FIN/DNK) (PhD) is an 

internationally acclaimed artist and a 

researcher. Her artistic research is located 

in the cross section of art, technology, and 

science. The recent investigations and art 

projects are focused on the merger of the 

technological and biological matter and 

intelligence. Currently she is Associate 

Professor and Head of the PhD-school at 

IT University in Copenhagen.

Laura Beloff
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If I am there,               
you will be there
His performance is rendition of his life 
experiences. Delicately constructed intricate 
messages are literal translations of his belief 
and existence. The utopian notion of being one 
with nature had always intrigued him. Nature 
is always the object of enquirey in his practice, 
but he approaches to it remain ambigious as 
he feels that ambiguity gives more space for 
intervention.

This perticular performance is based on the 
relationship between humans and nature. 
Without nature there won't be human 
existence. We are part of each other. Tree is 
communicating with us.

If I am there, you will be there
If I am not there, you won't be there
Let you me be there, so you can be there.

Ambiguity 
gives more 
space for 
intervention

Udeya                   
Vir Singh
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Udeya Vir Singh (IND) is multidisciplinary 

artist. His main focus is on performance 

but his art also involves sculpture and 

painting.

Eva Bubla
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Nordic Tea Ceremony

The idea of the project was to investigate the 
plants growing in Virtsu region, where the art 
festival was taking place, and find some that 
would be usable for making tea. 

Tiiu is familiar with the Chinese and Taiwanese 
tea-making art and it is very close to her heart. 
But she is also very interested in the wild herbs 
growing in Estonia. Collected herbs were 
mainly nettles, but also clover blossoms, wild 
strawberry leaves and wild dewberry leaves. 
After brewing the tea, it was offered to everyone 
who wished to join the ceremony. The reason, 
why wild herbs are fascinating, is the fact that 
they grow by themselves, without any effort at 
all. Yet they are very potent and full of nutrients. 
Picking wild herbs and using them for health 
relates strongly to the daoist concept of „Wuwei“ 
or „Effortless Action,“ which refers to a way of 
living in the world where maximum results 
are achieved by minimal effort and life can 
therefore flow freely without any obstructions.

Maximum 
results are 
achieved by 
minimal effort

Tiiu                   
Lausmaa
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Tiiu Lausmaa (EST) art practice is mainly 

focused on painting, but she also engages 

in performance and video art. She sees 

art as a mean of communication between 

the inner and outer world, so in her 

painting practice there are quite a lot of 

subjective themes present. She is also 

very interested in expressing her ideas 

related to global issues such as pollution, 

mass production, and over-consumption. 

Her work has been exhibited in numerous 

group exhibitions in Estonia.

Lilli Tölp
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The Circle of Life

The main thought: ”We, as a human beings, like 
to change everyone and everything around us. 
So sometimes we don’t need to be angry when 
”she” pays back.” (”she”- the nature).

Beate’s project for the Toortuumik Art Festival 
is in the nature-oriented work, mostly made 
from rocks. It has two parts. First when the 
visitor comes they see a circle made of rocks. 
There could be something in them, for example 
dead fishes, a tree, seaweed, reeds or they can 
be just empty. They are symbolizing the clean 
environment where all of us are living in, when 
we do not care about anything out of it. And the 
second part is a dam that is made in a form of 
not completed triangle, that is blocking a sea 
and destroying the nature's natural habits. 
She made them with a reason that the nature 
will destroy them and after week or two years 
there will be no remains of that what she 
built. It is a warning that everything we do has 
consequences we can not predict. 

Destroying 
the nature's 
natural habits

Beate                   
Olekte
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Beate Olekte (LAT) is mainly focused on 

photography and film-making, but also  

performing arts. Toortuumik Art Festival 

was the first that kind of experience where 

she tried to make something useful and 

thoughtful from the things that were 

around her. That opened a completely 

new field in her life from now, because 

you can make things that will make 

people think of anything and that is the 

main thing what she is focused about 

doing her projects.

Eva Bubla
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Interactions with 
death and unity

Interactions with death and unity was 
participatory installation, which took place in the 
middle of about 1,7-meter high reeds on Virtsu 
coast. The process of making the installation 
was mostly formed by wandering on the coast 
of Virtsu and getting thoughtful by many forms 
of death that could be seen there. Since so 
many small dead fishes on the coast was kind 
of worrying and the reasons for that apparently 
beyond any of the group member's knowledge.
He realized himself being so used to think 
animals (including ourselves) as individuals that 
even a dead fish presents an unlucky individual 
and an end to "everything".

The "algae poem" was created together with 
the visitors combining the visual and auditive 
materials and collages. Afterall the "heart" of the 
installation was the moment of multisensible 
interaction rather than any recorded art piece or 
object.

The moment of 
multisensible 
interaction

Oula                 
Rytkönen
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Oula Rytkönen (FIN) is a performance 

artist and 4th-year student in sound 

design. Ze has worked with drama theatre 

and modern dance, but ze is currently 

finding more motivation reaching beyond 

performance as an event requiring outsider 

kind of witnessing spectators. Currently hirs 

main artistic approach ze is developing to 

consider sound as a relation. This has lead 

hir reaching towards experiences where 

sound is taking part in, revealing or forming 

different kind of relations.

Lilli Tölp
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Lying around

Started lying. Started to notice changes around 
me. Quiet protest to take time. Decided to stay 
with it. To sink in more. I linger. Choosing places, 
staying, changing. 

Lying/sleeping/dreaming/noticing. Memories 
and discoveries. What is there if I don't add 
anything? The sky has changed. I can see the 
grass as through microscope. I recall memories. 
I sink to the ground. I sink more. I sink into the 
ground. 

How and why did I pick this place? Memories 
mingle with perception around me. The sky 
has changed. I sink in more. Constant dialogue 
between noticing and remembrances. Rest. I 
pause. I sink in more. I descend. I calm down. I 
can't put it in a box, I can't fix it, I can only notice. 

What if there is nothing to add? Nothing to 
understand? Nothing to fix? I observe and I sink 
in more.

What if there 
is nothing to 
add?

Helina                  
Karvak
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Helina Karvak (EST) will soon start her 

third year of studying dance art in Viljandi 

Culture Academy. During the studies she 

has taken part of different workshops, 

festivals and performances. Helina 

feels eager to learn, discover and make 

connections between different fields. 

Dancing in dance spaces and elsewhere. 

Moving to learn. Staying quiet to notice.

Lilli Tölp



Page 22Toortuumik 2018

Audio Harvest

Three sound artists explored the impact of 
the anthropocene in the region of Virtsu and 
represented the collected data in a sound 
performance. By combining images of different 
elements in the environment, they arrived at a 
compelling performance where a mix of micro 
and macro natural sounds and giant turbines 
drew the sound landscape.

Explored the 
impact of the 
anthropocene 
in the region 

Nele Tiidelepp, Oula Rytkönen & Joost Van Duppen
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Nele Tiidelepp (EST), Oula Rytkönen 

(FIN) and Joost Van Duppen (BEL) are 

young establishing interdisciplinary artists, 

who deploy several disciplines in order to 

realize their art. Nele studies installation 

and sculpture and her background is 

closely related to performing arts and 

literature. Oula is focused on sound 

design in theatre and contemporary 

dance. Joost recently finished his master 

studies in music design and is researching 

the musicality of eco acoustics.

Urmas Luik
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Aeolian artefacts

Amid the history of sound instruments, it is 
possible to find an ancient drift in service of 
expanding human sensory to increase the 
understanding of natural forces, including 
structures and devices that took advantage 
of wind current and ocean waves. These 
environmental agents represented entities with 
their own will that informed natural cycles or 
premonitory capabilities. Similarly, in a present 
context, networks of hybrid computer sensing 
systems are used to provide an expanded 
knowledge of climate transformations on a 
planetary scale.  

The present project consists of a sound device 
that enables an experience of augmented 
listening of wind forces, where subtle changes 
in an outdoor environment drive generative 
soundscapes. The wind-sensitive systems are 
used to detect orientation and speed of the 
wind, and acoustic events that are registered 
and processed as a generative sound piece by 
a network of sensor networks. 

An ancient 
drift in service 
of expanding 
human 
sensory

Juan                
Duarte
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Juan Duarte (MEX/DEU) works on 

interactions as a tool for generative art 

experiments. The exploration of digital 

and analogue platforms as agents to 

transform that express sonically and 

visually materials. Meanwhile, a hybrid 

engagement between environment, users 

with artefacts and interfaces can work to 

explore new realities. The exploration of 

sonic experiences put in public space may 

bring an opportunity for a ludic and cultural 

approach on technological exploration.

Juan Duarte
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Maalabor

Organizers

Estonian art organisation Maalabor aims to 

promote and support artistic and cultural 

activities, natural farming, and self-

knowledge. Park is to be cultivated as an 

open space, though with certain intentions 

towards community, discussions, 

and experimentation in other fields of 

thoughts. Maalabor ecological art and 

nature site is located at the coastal area of 

Baltic Sea in Virtsu, Estonia.

Pixelache Helsinki is an association 

of artists, cultural producers, thinkers 

and activists involved in the creation 

of emergent and experimental cultural 

activities. Amongst their fields of 

interest are experimental interaction 

and electronics, renewable energy 

production/use, audiovisual culture, 

media literacy and ecology, and engaging 

environmental issues.

DaMa is part of Nordic/Baltic networks of 

higher level dance education institutions 

and new media education institutions. 

It organizes annual courses, exchanges 

and workshops, which take place in 

Finland, Sweden, Iceland, Denmark, Latvia, 

Estonia and/or Lithuania. DaMa is mainly 

supported by Nordplus funding (Nordplus 

Higher Education). Currently they have 12 

members from 7 countries.

Pixelache DaMa Network

Lilli Tölp Andrew Paterson Henri Hütt

https://archive.org/details/@maalabor
https://www.pixelache.ac/
http://medialappi.net/dama/
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Virtsu Kool

Nordplus

Eesti Kultuurkapital

Nordic Culture Contact Art & Culture programme

European Cultural Foundation

Saku

Tele2

Greencube

Wendre

Sponsors
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MTÜ Maalabor

Estonia

(+372)-5591-7345

maalabor@gmail.com

archive.org/details/@maalabor

facebook.com/maalabor

https://archive.org/details/@maalabor
http://www.facebook.com/maalabor
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